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Vancouver Island is a place of spectacular natural beauty: the ocean, forests,
lush gardens, and often mild, temperate weather encourage outdoor living.
But enjoying time outdoors year-round, not just in fair weather, depends on
thoughtfully designing shade and weather protection that suits the Island's
climate.

At Pacific Awnings, we've been helping Vancouver Island homeowners create
comfortable, protected outdoor spaces since 1991. In this guide, you'll find
climate-specific data, design principles, and product recommendations
tailored specifically for Vancouver Island's unique weather patterns.

Don’t let the weather stop you from enjoying your
outdoor spaces.
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01 Understanding the Vancouver
Island Climate Challenge

To design effective weather protection for outdoor living, you need to understand
what you're protecting against: the rain, the sun, the wind, and dramatic seasonal
changes.

Climate Factor

Summers are warm but rarely
extreme: coastal areas see daily
highs around 22-27°C (72-81°F).
Winters are mild: coastal winter
averages often 3-10°C (37-
50°F).

Rain is frequent, especially in
fall, winter, and spring. Some
areas receive over 3,000 mm
(120 in) annually. Even drier
southern parts see abundant
rain outside summer.

Summer is the driest season;
winters are wet, cool, and
overcast. Southern and eastern
zones have slightly more clear
summer days.

High humidity year-round. Salt
air near coasts accelerates
corrosion. Mildew and rot are
constant concerns.

Coastal exposure brings wind,
especially during storms.

Temperature

Precipitation

Seasonal Variation

Humidity & Moisture

Wind and Storms

Key Facts What You Need

Flexible solutions that
work in both sunny
summer heat and cooler,
damp conditions.

Water-shedding
covers with proper
drainage and slope.

Retractable or
adjustable options to
adapt to changing
conditions.

Marine-grade,
corrosion-resistant
materials with mildew-
resistant fabrics.

Engineered structures
with proper wind
ratings and secure
anchoring.

Outdoor Living Made Easy

The Bottom Line: Weather protection on
Vancouver Island needs to do more than just block
the sun. It must shed water, resist moisture and
mildew, handle wind loads, and be designed for
both summer comfort and year-round durability.
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Benefits of Professional
Weather Protection

On sunny summer afternoons, quality shade can reduce
radiant heat on patios by as much as 20-30°C, making
them comfortable and usable. In cooler months, rain
covers let you enjoy your outdoor space without getting
soaked.

Extended Comfort and Usability

Even on overcast days, UV exposure can be significant.
Quality awning fabrics block up to 98% of harmful UV
rays, protecting both you and your outdoor furniture
from sun damage.

UV Protection

Shade over windows and patios reduces solar heat gain
in summer, which can significantly lower cooling costs.
Retractable awnings can reduce indoor temperatures by
up to 15°C on sunny days.

Energy Efficiency

Properly designed outdoor weather protection transforms how you
use your home:
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Outdoor Living Made Easy

Benefits of Professional
Weather Protection

With proper rain and wind protection, you can extend
your outdoor season well into spring and fall. Add
outdoor heating elements, and even winter evenings
become enjoyable.

All-Season Outdoor Living

Professional weather protection systems such as
retractable awnings, louvered pergolas, quality patio
covers, add significant visual appeal and functionality
that today's homebuyers expect in quality outdoor living
spaces.

Enhanced Property Value

Continued
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Pacific Awnings is the leader on Vancouver Island
for outdoor patio covering and security products
since 1991

6

www.pacificawnings.ca

https://pacificawnings.ca/


03
Pacific Awnings Solutions for

Vancouver Island Homes

Retractable Awnings
Patio Covers

Louvered Aluminum Pergolas 
Retractable Screens

Roll Shutters & Security Gates

Outdoor Living Made Easy
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Outdoor Living Made Easy

Patio and deck coverage
Window protection
(reduces heat gain by up
to 65%)
Outdoor dining areas
Restaurant and
commercial spaces

Why They're Perfect for Vancouver Island:
Retractable awnings offer the ultimate flexibility for our variable climate.
Deploy shade when the sun is strong, retract to enjoy clear skies or during
storms. They're ideal for protecting patios, decks, and windows.

Best Applications:

Retractable Awnings

Climate-Specific Features:
Mildew-resistant, UV-stable
Sunbrella® fabrics specifically
designed for marine environments
Suitable for use in light rain (when
actively monitored) and set on a
proper slope for safe drainage.
Corrosion-resistant components (
aluminum/stainless steel)
Wind-rated mechanisms for
coastal conditions
Motorized options with wind
sensors that automatically retract
during storms
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Primary outdoor living
spaces
Outdoor kitchens
Hot tub and pool areas
Boat and RV protection

Why They're Perfect for Vancouver Island:
For homeowners who want more permanent weather protection, patio
covers provide year-round shelter from rain, sun, and wind. They transform
outdoor spaces into true extensions of your home that can be enjoyed in
almost any weather.

Best Applications:

Patio Covers

Climate-Specific Features:
Durable roofing materials
matched to Island climate
(aluminum panels or tempered
glass, with proper flashing)
Engineered for proper water
drainage and runoff
Wind-rated construction for
coastal exposure
Optional skylight panels for
natural light while blocking rain
Insulated options for year-
round comfort
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Primary outdoor
entertaining spaces
Luxury outdoor rooms
Properties with ocean
views (where you want
flexible protection
without losing sight
lines)
Year-round outdoor
dining areas

Why They're Perfect for Vancouver Island:
Louvered pergolas offer the best of both worlds: adjustable louvers let you
control exactly how much sun, shade, and ventilation you want. Close them
completely during rain, open them to enjoy the view on clear days.

Best Applications:

Louvered Aluminum Pergolas

Climate-Specific Features:
Marine-grade aluminum
construction resists salt air
corrosion
Adjustable louvers (0-140°) for
precise climate control
Fully retractable louvers
available
Engineered water drainage
through posts
Optional integrated LED
lighting for overcast days
Optional retractable screens
for added wind and rain
protection
Architectural design that
complements West Coast
modern aesthetics
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Adding to existing patio
covers or pergolas
Lanai and sunroom
conversions
Garage door openings
Restaurant and
commercial patios
Shade/Heat/UV
protection for your
windows

Why They're Perfect for Vancouver Island:
Extend the comfort of your covered spaces by adding protection from wind,
insects, and light rain while maintaining views and airflow.

Best Applications:

Retractable Screens

Climate-Specific Features:
Weather-resistant screen
fabrics
Motorized options for
convenience
Wind-rated for coastal
conditions
Clear vinyl options for rain
protection with full visibility
Multiple mounting options for
various applications
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Outdoor Living Made Easy

Window and door
security
Storm protection for
waterfront properties
Privacy screens
Temperature control and
energy savings

Why They're Perfect for Vancouver Island:
Beyond weather protection, roll shutters provide security, storm protection,
and additional insulation for windows and doors.

Best Applications:

Roll Shutters & Security Gates

Climate-Specific Features:
Aluminum construction resists
corrosion
Motorized options with remote
control
Storm-rated protection for
severe weather events
Insulation benefits (up to R-7
value)
Noise reduction from wind and
traffic
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Designing Your Ideal
Outdoor Space

Pacific Awnings provides complimentary site
consultations to assess your space. We'll evaluate sun
exposure patterns, identify areas needing protection,
and recommend the optimal product configuration.

Sun Path and Coverage Area

All our products are engineered with Vancouver Island's
rainfall in mind. We ensure proper pitch and drainage,
whether you're installing a simple awning or a complex
louvered pergola system.

Rain Protection and Drainage

Living near the ocean means wind is a constant factor.
Every Pacific Awnings installation is engineered for local
wind loads, with proper anchoring and structural
support.

Wind Resistance

Key Design Considerations
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Outdoor Living Made Easy

Designing Your Ideal
Outdoor Space

Maximum flexibility: Retractable awnings with
motorized controls
Adjustable protection: Louvered pergolas with
adjustable louvers
Permanent coverage: Fixed patio covers
Hybrid approach: Patio cover or pergola with
retractable screens

Flexibility vs. Permanence

Our products come in a wide range of colours and styles to
complement any architectural design, from traditional
character homes to contemporary West Coast modern. All
of our motorized products can also be operated through a
smartphone app and integrated with smart home systems,
including the Somfy TaHoma app.

Integration with Your Home

Continued
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05 Climate-Smart Materials
& Maintenance

What Makes Our Products Last on
Vancouver Island

We use Sunbrella® and other marine-grade, solution-
dyed acrylic fabrics that are:

Mildew and fade-resistant
UV-stable (blocks up to 98% of UV rays)
Water-repellent
Easy to clean
Backed by 10-year warranties

Premium Fabrics

Outdoor Living Made Easy

Our pergolas and structural components use powder-
coated aluminum that:

Resists salt air corrosion
Won't rust, rot, or warp
Requires minimal maintenance
Looks great for decades

Marine-Grade
Aluminum

All fasteners, mechanisms, and hardware are specified
for coastal conditions:

Stainless steel components
Rust-proof mechanisms
Sealed motors and controls

Corrosion-Resistant
Hardware

Tempered glass, aluminum roofing, and other materials
are selected for:

Superior water shedding
UV protection coatings
Impact resistance
Long-term durability

Engineered Roofing
Materials
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Outdoor Living Made Easy

One of the biggest advantages of Pacific Awnings products is how little
maintenance they require:

Fabric awnings: Simply hose off or brush clean seasonally; treat with fabric cleaner
if needed
Aluminum structures: Occasional rinse with water; no painting or staining required
Moving parts: Annual lubrication (included in optional maintenance packages)
Motorized systems: Minimal upkeep; we offer service plans for peace of mind

Pro Tip: We recommend scheduling an annual inspection (available through our service
department) to ensure all components are performing optimally and to catch any
potential issues early.

Easy Maintenance for Busy Homeowners

Climate-Smart Materials &
Maintenance

Continued
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Real Vancouver Island
Solutions

Combine our louvered pergolas with clean lines and
optional LED lighting for a contemporary look that fits
perfectly with modern Island architecture. Add
retractable screens to create a true outdoor room with
ocean views.

West Coast Modern Aesthetic

Our retractable awnings come in classic stripes and
solids that complement heritage homes throughout
Victoria and Vancouver Island. Choose from dozens of
Sunbrella® fabric options to match your home's palette.

Traditional Character Home

For exposed coastal properties, our wind-rated patio
covers and louvered pergolas are engineered to handle
harsh conditions while providing the protection you need
to enjoy waterfront living year-round.

Waterfront Living

Properly designed outdoor weather protection transforms how you
use your home:

Restaurants, cafes, and hospitality businesses trust
Pacific Awnings for durable, attractive solutions that
extend seating capacity and improve customer comfort.
Our motorized awnings and weather-resistant screens
handle high-use commercial applications.

Commercial Spaces

17

www.pacificawnings.ca

https://pacificawnings.ca/


34+ Years of
Local Experience

Since 1991, we've been Vancouver Island's largest
retailer of awnings, patio covers, and weather
protection solutions. We understand our local
climate better than anyone.

Superior
Products

Professional
Installation

Honest,
Transparent

Service

07 The Pacific Awnings
Difference

Why Vancouver Island Homeowners
Choose Us

Outdoor Living Made Easy

Comprehensive
Warranty &

Support

We partner with industry-leading manufacturers
to bring you the highest quality products
available, including Renson louvered pergolas,
Stobag Awnings, Sunbrella fabrics, and premium
Somfy motorization systems.

Our experienced installation teams ensure every
project is completed to the highest standards.
Proper installation is critical for performance and
longevity, especially in our challenging climate.

We've built our reputation on integrity and going
above and beyond for our customers. Our reviews
speak for themselves, with 5-star service from
consultation through installation and beyond.

All our products come with manufacturer
warranties, backed by our local service and
support. We're here for the long term, ensuring
your investment is protected.
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Contact us for a free, no-obligation
consultation

Site assessment: We'll visit your
property to evaluate your needs

Custom proposal: Receive a detailed
quote with product recommendations

Professional installation: Our
experienced team handles everything

Enjoy: Start living outdoors in comfort,
whatever the weather

Outdoor Living Made Easy

Getting Started is Easy
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Budget Planning &
Investment Value

Larger spaces require more materials and structural support. We help you
prioritize areas for maximum impact.

Size and Coverage Area

Understanding Your Investment
Weather protection is an investment in your home and lifestyle.
Here's what influences pricing:

Retractable awnings: $3,000-$15,000+ depending on size and features
Patio covers: $8,000-$30,000+ depending on size and complexity
Louvered pergolas: $12,000-$50,000+ for premium adjustable systems
Retractable screens: $1,500-$15,000+ depending on size and style

Product Type

Motorization, sensors, lighting, upgraded fabrics, and custom colours affect final
cost but add tremendous value and convenience.

Customization Options

Site conditions, mounting requirements, and electrical work (for motorized systems)
are factored into every quote.

Installation Complexity
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Outdoor Living  Made Easy

Start with your primary outdoor space (main patio or deck), then expand to
additional areas as budget allows.

Phased Approach

Maximizing Your Investment

Prioritize rain and sun protection over aesthetic extras initially. You can always add
screens, lighting, and other features later.

Essential First

Retractable screens and awnings can both significantly reduce cooling costs when
installed over windows.

Energy Savings

Professional weather protection systems add resale value. Buyers increasingly
expect functional outdoor living spaces.

Property Value

Budget Planning &
Investment Value

Continued

Some of our products may require building permits. All products we supply come
with full engineering, and all installations meet local codes.

Local Permits
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Your Year-Round Outdoor
Living Starts Here

Vancouver Island's spectacular beauty shouldn't be enjoyed only during the
few months of perfect weather. With properly designed weather protection
from Pacific Awnings, your outdoor spaces become true extensions of your
home. Comfortable, protected, and beautiful throughout all seasons.
Whether you want the flexibility of retractable awnings, the sophistication
of a louvered pergola, or the permanent protection of a quality patio cover,
we have the experience, products, and expertise to transform your vision
into reality.

Visit us at pacificawnings.ca or contact our
team for a free consultation. Let's discuss how
we can help you make outdoor living easy, no
matter what Vancouver Island's weather
brings.

READY TO CREATE YOUR
PERFECT OUTDOOR SPACE?

www.pacificawnings.ca

info@pacificawnings.ca

Conclusion
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